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Possible HiSET essay prompts 

• Produce an essay of around 200 words outlining the happiest time of your life and illustrate why that was so, 
including the present as well. 

•  Almost all persons believe that they have learned something through mistakes they made. Write a 200 words 
essay about the one thing you have found out from your earlier life. Suppose you could, what would you have 
done differently? Please add specifics. 

• Consider something pleasant to do, like a hobby or a sport. Create an essay of around 200 words describing 
why you like this activity and how you profit from it. Provide illustrations and be precise. 

• What is, according to you, the most significant challenge in the world, and why? Write a 200-word essay 
detailing your thoughts including reasons and specific examples. 

• Pick out a crucial person who you respect and who has been helpful to you. Explain this person, why you 
respect him and in what way this person has helped you. Give examples and be specific. 

• Suppose you got two million dollars to shell out, just how would you use it? You are unable to employ the 
money for your own, your family members or friends’ benefit. Compose a 200-word essay to Explain your 
thoughts, and support your choices with arguments and examples. 

• Lots of individuals feel you are unable to learn everything at school. Quite a few state that experience is the 
most effective educator. What is in your opinion more important, the things discovered at school or learned 
via real life experiences? Answer this question in an essay of around 200 words, and provide examples to 
sustain your perspective. 

• You must have specific motives for going back to school this year. Write a 200-word essay where you explain 
your reasons for returning to school. How can you benefit from what you expect to learn? 

 

Resources 

Mometrix HiSET Writing Test Prep: https://www.mometrix.com/academy/hiset-language-arts-
writing/  (short video explanations of grammar and academic essay criteria)  

Practice Writing Test Questions (grammar, style, mechanics): https://www.test-guide.com/free-
hiset-practice-tests.html  

Practice Writing Test: 
http://resources.clee.utk.edu/ccrtdi/CCR%20Assessment%20Resources/HiSET%20Language_Writin
g%20%20Practice%20Test_V01.pdf  

Sample answers with scores: 
https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/2016_scored_sample_writing_responses.pdf  

Habits of Mind: http://www.chsvt.org/wdp/Habits_of_Mind.pdf  
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Group task: Identify the communication breakdown in these texts, written by a Chinese L1 
writer in a first-year English composition course and by an Amharic L1 writer in an adult ESL 
class 
 
“It is difficult to reach an assertion of Achilles’ personalities without taking into fully account 
the history and social norm during that certain time. However, through the cause and affect of 
Achilles’ anger we could call him a hero who regards the prize he earns from fighting the 
symbol of honor thus considers it imprescriptible. The paradoxical feature within Achilles is 
revealed when his continuous pursue of honor contradicted with his doubts toward the heroic 
ideology of dying in glory. Propensity for anger, doubt and self-contradiction all together 
portraits Achilles as an archetype of a thinking human.” 
 
(Data source: Fernández, Campbell, & Koo, Multilingual Writers Longitudinal Study) 
 
“Most of these groups are young who came to the U.S to join with their families, as well as for a 
better life, including the rest of us who came for the love of our goals, and also those who want 
to secure a successful future completing their higher education. …I, myself would like to be an 
author for the rest of my life, sharing stories with children at school and people who’ve retired 
who enjoy to spend their time relaxing on reading. I believe the saying “to be happy keep 
busy”. As we learn from the famous immigrant, we have to live for others to our duty must be 
to eradicate poverty, war, sickness and crime. We have to focus on the field of education 
inventing useful things for human being and animals keep clean respect the environment, in 
order to get a walkers’ paradise atmosphere. War crime and disease can’t pay anything, 
absolutely nothing.” 
 
(Data source: Fernández, 2011, Newspaper Project Adult ESL course, Level 5) 
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